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Notes of the Parish Plan Steering Group meeting held 22 November 2006 
Attendees: Councillors David Mullen (Chairman), Pam Blagden, John Hargreaves, Lorraine Harding and 
       Hilda Townend.


       Joanne Stokes (Youth Club and Steeton Methodist Chapel), Giles Bateman (Croft House 

       Residential Home), Helen Firth (Local resident), Su Thompson and Val Hodgson (Steeton PCC) 
       Tom O’Donovan and Helen King(Yorkshire Rural Community Council) and Cheryl Brown.
1. David Mullen welcomed the attendees and thanked them for coming.
2. Rural Housing Questionnaire

Helen King described the questionnaires that the Rural Housing Enabling Team has carried out in 
the Wharfedale and Airedale areas. She circulated copies of reports that had been issued after data 
from the questionnaires had been analysed. These reports show the housing need and perceived 
need of the area. 

Any development of over 25 units is required to include some affordable housing on the site to 
address the needs of the local community. The surveys are used as a tool in driving the provision of 
appropriate housing in an area. They raise the awareness of services available to people wanting to 
live within an area. The level of response to the questionnaires was briefly discussed. Silsden had a 
30% return which is a very good level of response.

3. Parish Plan Questionnaire.

David Mullen was thanked for all the work he had put in to the 1st draft of the questionnaire.


There was thought to be an overlap in the questions with the housing survey. There was a brief 
discussion on the actual questions in the 1st draft. Tom O’Donovan will try to get other copies of 
questionnaires. It was felt important that people filling in the questionnaires should only be required to 
fill in questions appropriate to them and sections of the questionnaire could be ‘jumped’ if they were 
not relevant.

It was felt that the ‘Village Appraisal’ software had been useful for composing appropriate questions 
but that other software or an excel spreadsheet would be more useful for data input and analysis. 
Tom O’Donovan agreed to try and source a different software package and Helen King agreed to 
forward an Excel spreadsheet to Cheryl Brown.


A covering letter will accompany the questionnaire giving instructions for completion.


Advertising will be crucial in raising awareness of the need to complete the questionnaire.


Distribution and incentives for completion will be discussed at the next meeting.


A 2nd draft questionnaire will be designed that incorporates the housing survey. David Mullen, 
Lorraine Harding, Helen Firth, Helen King, Tom O’Donovan and Cheryl Brown agreed to meet 
separately to design a 2nd draft questionnaire for discussion at the next Steering Group meeting.

Date of next meting: Wednesday 17 January 2007,  7.00 p.m. , Bowling Pavilion, Steeton.
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