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658-10 071211 Summary Report to Parish Council

CAR PARK AND IMPROVED ACCESS AT STEETON AND SILSDEN STATION

GENERAL

Steeton and Silsden Station provides an important public transport link to towns both up and down Airedale, and by onward connection to the rest of UK. In simplistic terms the journeys to both Leeds and Bradford each take half an hour and the trains are at half hour intervals. . It is of immense importance to the local economy and the local community.

BACKGROUND

But Steeton and Silsden Station has inherited two serious problems:

· Firstly, whilst the Station provides an important interface between public transport and the motoring public from a large rural and semi-rural catchment area, the Station offers seriously insufficient car parking facilities. As a consequence of this weakness, the village of Steeton is dreadfully disfigured by random on-street parking – which is both dangerous and unsightly. It is reasonable to suppose that this weakness is also reducing the number of train travellers.

· Secondly, the eastbound side of the Station (towards Leeds and Bradford) offers nominally zero accessibility. As a consequence, train users who have mobility difficulties are forced to adopt some spectacularly dangerous manoeuvres in order to either access or egress the train network. It is only by good luck that these dangerous manoeuvres have not yet led to a serious accident.

In June 2003, Metro tabled a site development option to tackle these issues (attached). However their plans required the use of land which is privately owned by a third party. Their proposals came to nought.

THIS PROPOSAL

In January 2006 the owner of the land in question, Airedale Tree Surgeons (ATS) asked GLR:Architects to investigate opportunities to develop a car park for rail users on their land. GLR proposed two potential schemes, differentiated essentially by their means of access:

· Scheme One (attached) provides for vehicular access and egress to/from both the car park and the Station (drop-off) by using the existing vehicular ramp which currently leads to ATS site.  This would require the ramp and embankment to be widened and possible junction improvements with Station Road.
· Scheme Two (attached) proposes the construction of a new access down to the Station from a point near to the existing roundabout at the junction of  A629 and Station Road. Vehicles using this would pass by the Station (drop-off) and then proceed under Station Road to the new car park. Vehicles leaving the site would egress via the existing vehicular ramp. This arrangement offers effectively a “one way” system and it is intended to offer a safer vehicle flow as the new arrangements impact on the existing roads.  There would be no need to widen the ramp but highway works on Station Road adjacent to the A629 roundabout would be required.
· Whilst both schemes offer much improved access for visitors with mobility difficulties, Scheme Two offers the better arrangements.  The impact of both schemes on the operation of the A629 roundabout will need to be assessed further which will probably involve the Highways Agency.
· Both schemes have been budget costed at approximately £450,000 to £500,000.

Sanderson Associates (traffic engineers) joined ATS and GLR in order to better handle the traffic issues.

CONSULTATIONS

Planning

GLR submitted a consultation document to the planning authority in January 2006. The planners identified key difficulties which would require resolution if the schemes were to progress:

· Vehicular access and egress to/from the site will require carefully designed traffic management. (Sanderson have undertaken preliminary traffic analyses and these have shown that the issues are potentially soluble).

· ATS’s land is in the flood plain.

· ATS’s land is in the Green Belt

Metro

GLR and Sanderson held a meeting with Metro in July 2007 to investigate their view of the proposals. It appeared to us that Metro found the proposals very interesting, and Caroline Young indicated that she would be pleased to co-operate in seeking to move the suggestions forward. Critically, Caroline envisaged that there might be an opportunity to take advantage of a capital funding grant up to a nominal figure of £250,000 / 50% of the capital cost.

Metro helped to illustrate the several parties who own various parcels of the land which would be involved. 

Network Rail

Sanderson held a meeting with Network Rail in August 2007 to investigate their view of the proposals. It appeared to them that Network Rail also found the proposals interesting, and offered advice regarding further progress – including consultation with the Rail Regulator and with Northern Rail (the current operating franchisee).

OTHER SUPPORT

Local press

The Craven Herald has maintained a very strong interest in these proposals and has published various articles keeping abreast of developments.

Steeton and Eastburn Parish Council

We have kept Steeton and Eastburn Parish Council informed of our proposals and our progress. They have been very supportive, and they have offered critical guidance and background information.

THE NEXT STEP

The sketch proposals which we have prepared have met with support from all the parties consulted, albeit that several of the parties have helpfully identified issues which would need to be overcome if fruition is to be achieved. But it has become apparent to ATS that the number of such hurdles, and the potential duration of the race are jointly likely to exhaust their stamina and funds before the finishing line is reached. Such a failure would be a tragedy for Steeton, the community, the railway service, and ATS.

Therefore ATS has decided to set out the above document by way of describing “an opportunity” for others to pick up and with which to potentially run. For their part ATS pledges their co-operation and support in return for a reasonable business deal.
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