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Changes to the Council for 2008/9

Councillor David Mullen was elected as Chairman for 2008/9
and Councillor Susan Thompson was elected as Vice-Chairman
at the Annual Mesting of the Council, held Wednesday 7 May
2008.

Councillor Margaret Moorhouse and Councillor Dianne Lear
have resigned from the council. Councillor Moorhouse has
served on the council for 25 years and has decided that it istime
for someone el se to take her place. Councillor Lear has served
the council for 13 years but is now emigrating to New Zealand
in 2009. The members of the council would like to express their
thanks and admiration to both these long standing councillors
for their dedication to the community for so many years and
wish them well in the future.

There are now two vacancies on the council, one for Eastburn
Ward and one for Steeton Ward. Anyone who isinterested in
applying for either of these posts should send their contact
details and a short note of application to the clerk. The closing
date for applicationsis 20 June 2008.

The council meets monthly on the first Wednesday of the
month in either Steeton Bowling Club or Eastburn Junior and
Infant School. Members are encouraged to take a special
interest in one area of the council’s work e.g. planning , Parish
Plan, youth provision, play and recreation provision etc. If you
want to find out more about being a parish councillor then feel
free to contact the clerk for more information. Two members
will be co-opted from the applicants at the meeting to be held
on Wednesday 2 July at Eastburn School.

Chairman:
David Mullen

Vice-Chairman:
Susan Thompson

The council hasjust learned that it has been awarded
Quality Parish Council Status.

This award recognises that the council is effective and
properly managed. It gives the council credibility inits
dealings with the City of Bradford Metropolitan District
Council. The community benefits from a more
responsive service, through better communication and
the council is more accountable and well placed to
provide community leadership. New government
legislation will also give quality parish councils more
powersto address issues that are important to the local
community.

Check out the parish council website:

www.steeton-with-eastburnpari shcouncil.gov.uk




This is my second annual report as Chair; also my last,
as | am standing down from that role. It falls to me to
make an annual report on the Council’s work in 2007-08.
There have been 17 full council meetings and over 30
other meetings attended by some or all councillors over
the last year. Eleven councillors were re-elected
unopposed in May 2007. Councillors Mitchell,
Moorhouse and Lear resigned during the year and are
thanked for their service. Councillor Margaret
Moorhoouse, in particular, has given over 25 years
service to Steeton-with-Eastburn, and we would like to
express our sincere appreciation to her for her
dedication.

Margaret Moorhouse and Dianne Lear resigned from the
council at the end of 2007/8. Both Councillors have given
many years of service to the community.

Councillor Karen Pickard replaced Councillor Mitchell in
December 2007 and is warmly welcomed to the council.
The other two resignations are more recent, and
replacements are still being sought..

Visitors to the council meetings this year : The
Manager of ‘The Willows’ Independent Hospital; a Police
Inspector and a new PCSO; the Director of the Aire-
Wharfe Community Housing Trust; a Neighbourhood
Police Officer from the British Transport Police and a
Police Chief Superintendent.

Finances: The amount of the precept or Parish Council
tax had been unchanged in the year 2006/7. The council
has set a budget for 2008/9 with a modest increase of
£1.18 or 7.7% for a Band D property. This raises the
Parish Council precept to £16.48 for a Band D. The
Council’'s budget for 2008/9 is £26,575. This includes
amounts earmarked for various projects, including play
and youth provision and disabled access to the Bowling
Pavilion. Then there is the Clerk’s salary and other
administration costs as well as the Parish Plan. The
reserves stand at around £14,000. The accounts for the
year ending 31 March 2008 are available on the website.
Please note that any local community group can
approach the council for help with funding projects.
Charter: The Council, like other Parish Councils in
Bradford, signed a charter with Bradford Council that
sets out the working relationship between the two levels
of local government.

Quality Status: The Council’s application for Quality
Status was completed in March; this takes the form of a
portfolio of evidence. The application has been
submitted for consideration, and the result of the

application should be known in June. If successful, this
bid will enable the Council to have more discretion in
what it spends its money on and how it provides for the
community.

Issues discussed by the Council during the year
Eastburn Playing Fields. As reported last year, the
Parish Council is now the trustee body of the Eastburn
Playing Field Association, the AGM of which took place
in April A Steering Group for the development of the site
was set up, and a site meeting was held with a number
of local residents last autumn. A possible site for a push-
bike skills area was considered. Children from Eastburn
school have been involved in providing ideas for the
development of the playground area. Unfortunately some
problems and delays have been experienced in
developing the Eastburn site. Bradford Council Parks
and Landscape Department promised last summer to
provide technical help for the development of the site,
but later in the year withdrew from this work. The Parish
Council complained about this treatment, which caused a
delay of some months, when action was expected but in
fact nothing happened. Technical help in the
development of the site is now being undertaken by
Bradford Community Environment Project, who will
produce plans. Drainage of the football field will take
priority and it is hoped that this can be completed in
2008/9.

Parish Plan: Councillor Mullen is the Chairman of the
Parish Plan Steering Group. We had a very good
response rate of 25% (over 450 returned) when the
guestionnaires were sent out in April 2007. Thanks to all
those who took time to complete a questionnaire. The
Rural Housing Enablers team also sent out a Housing
Needs questionnaire. The prize draw from completed
guestionnaires was held in October 2007. Two winners
were duly drawn at random and were later presented
with goods and vouchers from local services and some
wine from the Parish Council. We have both a
guantitative analysis of ‘tick box’ responses and a more
impressionistic qualitative report on the handwritten
comments. A separate questionnaire for 7-11 year olds
was also distributed through the schools, and the results
analysed. These analyses will form the basis of the
Parish Plan document, which will set out our vision for
the future of the Parish. The present state of this
document, which includes a report of the survey and
plans for action in a number of areas, is that chapters on
different topics have been drafted and redrafted by
members of the Steering Group, and the document is
now near to completion. It should be published by the
end of the year.

Crime: Here the main areas of concern have been
traffic, speeding and youth issues. Councillor Blagden
has continued to attend the Police Ward Tasking
Meetings regularly, and both reports from this to the
Council, and reports Council concerns back to the police.
Liaison with the Police has been good. The Parish now
has an extra PCSO, and an extra Police Constable.
Speedwatch has been deployed at various times and
places. Crime figures are reported regularly to our

Continued on page 3..




One of the consultation documents prepared by Bradford Community Environment Project. If you livein
Eastburn pleasefill in the questionnaire and return so that your views can betaken in to account.

Annua Report 2007/8 continued......

meetings. It has been agreed that a member of the
Neighbourhood Policing Team should attend PC
meetings whenever possible.

Youth work: Meetings with Bradford youth workers
have been held over the year, and two evening
sessions for young people were arranged by them and
Councillor Thompson, held in St. Stephen’s hall in
March. Unfortunately, despite advertising, no young
people attended. What is now being explored is the
use of a youth vehicle from Bradford Council’s Youth
Service; this could come into the parish weekly over the
summer months. It would contain facilities and activities
for young people.

Traffic and transport: The Council initially objected to
the de-trunking of the Aire Valley Trunk Road, and
sought assurances that funds would be available for its
adequate maintenance. Our objection was later
reluctantly withdrawn. In response to representations
from the Council double yellow lines were painted on
Station Road; a box junction was painted in at the
junction of East Parade and Station Road; the 30 mph
limit on the Keighley Road was moved further back
towards Hawkcliffe; and the junction between Thornhill
Road and the Skipton Road was modified to make it
safer. The Council asked for a puffin (pedestrian)
crossing on the Skipton road near the junction with
Thornhill Road, but was told by Highways that the
number of pedestrians crossing at that point was not
sufficient. However, a crossing is still a possibility, paid

for by the airport sale ‘windfall’ money, and is under
consideration.
Land at Ash Grove, Steeton: The Council was left
some land at Ash Grove, just off East Parade, in a
legacy some years ago, and following some legal
complications, the land was eventually conveyed to the
Council's possession in early 2008. We plan to seek
advice from a local estate agent, on how to sell the land
and maximise the Council’s income in selling it, so that
the money raised can be used to benefit the community
Bowling Green Pavilion: A ramp has been purchased
to enable wheelchair access to the building. The door
has also been widened, and some electrical work has
been done.
Local Development Framework: These consultation
documents came from Bradford Council, and have been
studied and discussed by Parish Councillors, who
decided to recommend an option with moderate housing
development with some employment opportunity. The
documents will form the basis of planning policy in the
future.
Quarterly newsletter This newsletter continues to be
delivered with the Keighley Target in Steeton, and is
delivered by hand in Eastburn. It can also be
downloaded from the website.
Finally | would like to thank all the councillors for their
commitment over the year and our knowledgeable and
hard-working Clerk..
Lorraine Harding
Chairman 2007/8 and 2006/7




Seeton-with-Eastburn Parish Council

Summary accounts 2007/8

Balances brought forward:  £28,560
Precept Income: £20,956
Other receipts................ £2,170
Staff costs......ovvennnnnn £6,695
Total other payments: £10,900
Balances and reserves

carried forward £34,091
Total fixed assets: £69,055

The balances brought forward are

represented by:

Project funding carried forward:
£19,261

Government War Bonds......... £800

Reserves.............c.ev.e.... £14029

Local electors may inspect the
accounts for the year ended 31 March
2008, with reasonabl e notice, between
21 July 2008 and 15 August 2008 on
application to the clerk.

Neighbourhood Policing Team

If you notice a problem
such as a hole in the road,
a lamp standard not
working, a dog fouling
‘hot spot’ etc...

Call Bradford Council
Hotline;
01274 431000
or
Use the Bradford Council
website:
www.bradford.gov.uk
to report it

The Neighbourhood Policing Team patrolling the Craven Ward is now
five officers strong. The photograph shows P.C.S.O. Lawrence
Walton, P.C. Mike Thompson, P.C. Peter Merifield and P.C.S.0.
Andrew Blood. P.C.S.O. Danid Williams was unavailable when the
photograph was taken. The team can be contacted on 01274 475301
where you can leave a message or through the West Y orkshire Police
website: www. westyorkshire.police.uk

The Neighbourhood Policing Team are also holding surgeriesin the area:
Tuesday 24 June 2008, 3.30-4.30p.m., Eastburn Junior and Infant School
Monday 7 July 2008, 3.30-4.30 p.m., Steeton Primary School

The team will be delighted to meet local residents to discuss any concerns that
they may have.

Youth Provision update......

The council has agreed to fund weekly
visits by the Bradford Youth Vehicle to
provide youth activities at Keighley
Road Recreation Ground and Eastburn
Playing Fields. The vehicle will be
staffed by two qualified youth workers
and will provide exciting activities for
young people. The initiative will be launched on
Wednesday 2 July 2008 when the vehicle will be available
to have a look round prior to the parish council meeting at
Eastburn School. If you are between 12 and 17 years old
come along at 7.00 p.m. to check out what will be on offer
for you during the summer months.

Contact details;

Clerk: Cheryl Brown,
Tel: 636682

6 The Fold, Lothersdale, Keighley BD20 8HD
e-mail: steeburnpc@btinternet.com

link on the website: www.steeton-with-eastburnparishcouncil.gov.uk




